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with the energy of a Bichelieu or of a Peter the
Great. The whole people would have followed him
in this path, and the strength and glory of the mon-
archy would only have increased. If Louis XVI.
lacked the vigor and determination necessary to push
through the reform with an armed hand, if he pre-
ferred a silk coat and knee breeches to a uniform,
if he abandoned the right of punishing, he ought to
have kept close to the old routine, governing in the
old-fashioned method of M. de Maurepas, following
the advice of his aunts, and above all, making no
concessions. The governmental machine, though it
seemed worn out, still preserved traces of its former
velocity. The States-General would not have con-
voked themselves. The Count de Vaublanc said with
a great deal of justice, "It is not the people who
make revolutions; it is the kings and their min-
isters."

The architect of his own ruin, Louis XVI. pro-
ceeded to forge his own chains. The fault lay with
the theorists who deluded him, with those men who
were forever talking about necessary liberties and
forgot indispensable authority; who, when once in
power, were compelled to abandon the theories they
had held when in opposition. We may truly say,
"It is the fate of monarchy in France not to be
conquered, but to be betrayed."

The Louis XV. of Madame Du Barry, Louis XV.
himself, decried as he was, would never have been
guilty of the faults of his unhappy successor. Mariffi